
 

 

Spring  2011 

Mission 

Endowment  

Funds 

The Community Foundation 
for San Benito County is 
dedicated to building a 
stronger community and 
enhancing the quality of 
life in San Benito County 
through the support of 
philanthropic activities.  

Unrestricted Endowments  
provide annual income 
distributed through the 
Foundationõs Grants 
Program. 

Field of Interest 
Endowment Funds  benefit 
specific areas of 
community needs.  

Donor Advised Endowment 
Funds distribute annual 
income based on advice 
from donors.  

Family Heritage 
Endowment Funds  provide 
enduring family legacy as 
well as maximum flexibility 
to satisfy charitable giving 
desires of family.  

Scholarship Endowment 
Funds serve specific donor 
needs or memorialize an 
individual, family, or 
organization.  
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The Community Foundation  

Announces the  

Martin Rajkovich Childrenôs Fund 

4-year-old Savanna Cecena was the first recipient of a grant from 

the Martin Rajkovich Childrenôs Fundða permanent bequeathed 

fund to help the chronically ill children living in San Benito 

County.   Savanna received a specially designed stander/walker 

that provides the support she needs to develop critical motor skills.   

 

All of us at the Community Foundation were deeply inspired by 

Savannaôs story.  We know that Martin would be proud that many 

children like Savanna will be touched by his legacy of support for 

future generations. 

 

It was Martinôs lasting wish to help children in need.  We are for-

ever grateful for his generosity and honored to administer this very 

special fund for our community.    

 

Grants will be used to enhance the quality of life and well-being of the child by providing extra 

support that is not available or open to their family.  If you would like to refer a child for grant 

consideration, please visit our website at www.cffsbc.org to download our child referral form, or 

contact us directly at 630-1924.   

Savanah Cecena and her mom, 

Melissa Nixon 

Thanks to the South County Cal-SOAP Project 

and a grant from the Community Foundation, San 

Benito High School has been able to offer full-

time college counseling services and several col-

lege tours this year.  Additionally, the number of 

high school students enrolled in college prep 

courses increased by 20%, and an impressive col-

lege-going rate of 91% was achieved. 

 

The South County Cal-SOAP Project addresses the 

need for post-secondary education access by pro-

viding academic tutoring, advising, and one-on-

one college and financial aid counseling for under-represented students and their families in the 

ASJUSD & SBHSD school districts.   

 

For more information, go to www.southcountycalsoap.org or call 408-847-7504. 

San Benito County High School students 

South County Cal-SOAP 

Achieves High Success Rate 

http://www.cffsbc.org
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          Sandy  

           Rose 

   

Itôs 2011, and already the 

Community Foundation for 

San Benito County is spring-

ing ahead!   

 

This yearôs annual board 

retreat was lead by Alan 

Pardini, a consultant with 

Community Planning & Re-

search LLC.  Their firm 

serves philanthropic organi-

zations and the nonprofit 

sector.  Our board is now 

working on a strategic plan 

for the years 2011ð2013 as 

a result of this retreat.  Pretty 

Exciting!! 

  

This is also the time of year 

that our Grants Committee 

puts in many hours accept-

ing and reviewing the grant 

requests from our local non-

profits.  This committee is 

comprised of board members 

and members of the commu-

nity-at-large.  The task is 

very difficult and time con-

suming.  Itôs also sometimes 

depressing because they 

would prefer to award all 

requests which, of course, is 

not possible.  A great big 

ñThank Youò to the commit-

tee for their diligence with 

this process.   

  

There is also exciting news 

from our Endowment Com-

mittee.  This committee has 

been working on a program 

that promotes ñWe Live 

Here, We Give Hereò.  You 

will see much more of this 

campaign in future months.   

  

Go to www.cffsbc.org for a 

complete review of  the 

CFFSBC. 

Community Vision San Benito 

County recently released the results of its YOUth Matter! survey. The responses give us a snapshot 

of what is on the minds of local teenagers.  

 

The survey collected responses from 547 local teenagers between the ages of 13 and 18.  The ma-

jority of respondents were female, 59%.  Our youth are a racially diverse community, with 48% 

responding they are White and 47% Hispanic/Latino.  

 

Teens like living here and many plan on raising their own families here one day, if we can create 

jobs for them.  Most respondents plan on attending a four-year college; half would like to learn 

about owning their own business; and all of them would like to see more local entertainment and 

recreation options.  Complete results from the survey can be easily accessed online at http://

tinyurl.com/6egwxme.  

 

We hope to use these answers as we begin writing a vision for our county.  We need to make sure 

that as we plan the future of San Benito County, we are including the opinions and ideas of all of 

our residents, including our youth.   

 

By providing teenagers with a variety of healthy activities, opportunities to earn an income, and 

safe places to hang out, we are investing in our future by investing in theirs.   

 

Please feel free to contact CVSBC Executive Director Julie Morris with any comments or sugges-

tions at (831) 630-1924 or email cvsbc@cffsbc.org 

Community Vision SBC  

Begins Surveys 
By Julie Morris 

2011 Latino 

Leadership  

Forum 

continued on Page  5 

More than forty leaders of the 

Latino community gathered for 

a second forum to discuss the 

key needs and issues that face 

the Latino community in San 

Benito County.    

 

Core topics included Latino 

Involvement; Economic Devel-

opment; Youth Leadership and 

Education; Cultural Empowerment and Strength.   The forum was a highly productive visioning 

session aimed at short-term goals and future planning for the Latino community.   

 

Diane Oritz, Executive Director of Hollister Youth Alliance and Board Member of the Community 

Foundation for San Benito County, stated that, "The Latino Forums were successful first steps in 

reaching out to the Latino community. It was an excellent opportunity to listen to the needs, con-

cerns, and hopes directly from local community members.   

2011 Latino Leadership Forum, held at Ridgemark Golf and Country Club 

http://www.cffabc.org/
http://tinyurl.com/6egwxme
http://tinyurl.com/6egwxme
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Community  

Volunteer Fair!  

Looking for something  

FunñEducational ñCharitable  

to do?  

Find events hosted by  

San Benito County Nonprofits  

on the  

Community Foundationõs 

Community Calendar  
at  

http://www.cffsbc.org  

 
The Community Calendar is a free service  

to help San Benito County Nonprofits share  

their charitable events with the whole community. 

 

Does your organization have an event  

you would like listed on the Community Calendar? 

Submit your event at 

http://www.cffsbc.org  

***********************************  
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SAVE THE DATE!  

National  

Philanthropy Day  
Tuesday, November 15, 

2011, 5:30 p.m.  

At San Juan Oaks  

Join Our  

Email List!  

Email saves us the cost of 

printing and postage, and 

allows us to send you infor-

mation in a more timely way.   

Weõd love to keep you in-

formed of whatõs happening 

in San Benito County.  

Please join our emailing  list 

by sending an email to: 

jfrusetta@cffsbc.org  

The Community Foundation and 

Sacred Heart Parish School col-

laborated in bringing the first 

annual Community Volunteer 

Fair to San Benito County.  

Fifty nonprofits participated and 

more than 200 visitors attended 

this information-packed event.  

Eighth-grade students from Sa-

cred Heart School served as event ambassadors, and the guests were entertained with live jazz 

music from Black Rose Productions.  One of the highlights of the event was the nonprofit raffle 

where four nonprofits each won $100.  The lucky winners were the American Red Cross of SBC, 

Compassion Pregnancy Center, Hollister Downtown Association, and St. Francis Retreat Center. 

Gayla Jurevich, principal of Sacred Heart Parish School, said, ñI was very impressed with the 

community excitement and participation in this endeavor; it has been a goal of mine to provide an 

opportunity for community members, young and old, to become educated about the volunteer po-

sitions available.  I am very much looking forward to next year and this event becoming an annual 

destination for service-minded individuals.ò 

 

ñThe Volunteer Fair was a success for the nonprofits, and a great way for our community to con-

nect and learn about the volunteer needs of our county,ò said 

Stephanie Hicks, Director of Outreach and Development for the 

Community Foundation.  ñOur nonprofits need volunteers and 

many of our residents from teens to retirees are looking for inspira-

tional ways to give back to the community.  The Volunteer Fair is 

a great way to pair individuals with specific volunteer opportuni-

ties, and we look forward to another successful Volunteer Fair next 

yearò, noted Hicks.   

Community Volunteer Fair 

Benefit our Community with an  

IRA Charitable Rollover  
 

Recently enacted legislation includes the return of the IRA 

Charitable Rollover.  Donors who are 70 1/2 years and older 

may take advantage of this special opportunity through De-

cember 31, 2011 by requesting a direct distribution from their 

plan administrator to the Community Foundation.  Advantages 

of giving to the Community Foundation through both tradi-

tional and Roth IRAs include: 

 
¶ Satisfying the annual minimum distribution requirement 
 
¶ The ability to give up to $100,000 to the Community 

Foundation while avoiding federal income taxes 
 
While there are some limitations on the charitable use, you can 

partner with the Community Foundation in finding solutions to 

San Benito Countyôs most challenging problems by supporting 

our Community Endowment Funds.   

 

To learn more, please contact Gary Byrne at 630-1924 or 

gbyrne@cffsbc.org 

Join us on  
 

 

 

 

 

Go Green! 

P  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=y6lvjubab&et=1104773808629&s=1547&e=001oIptaq6icQthASL0rIe1ZMAN0K63th93gfpU3jsTAHCHMEC06AiZNp2_SpSyjWHNeMDnnPmeIQFF_99JoUDvpMrx8Ycf3GH3j9tdD78CONW25NKXh82fcS0t_za97Sw2KY46fEE5JTEkVkfVuJ1QSv1qCKsVp1-JGD8dmJDvSEUZkBNgjsGouA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=y6lvjubab&et=1104773808629&s=1547&e=001oIptaq6icQthASL0rIe1ZMAN0K63th93gfpU3jsTAHCHMEC06AiZNp2_SpSyjWHNeMDnnPmeIQFF_99JoUDvpMrx8Ycf3GH3j9tdD78CONW25NKXh82fcS0t_za97Sw2KY46fEE5JTEkVkfVuJ1QSv1qCKsVp1-JGD8dmJDvSEUZkBNgjsGouA==
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AGRICULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 

$   8,000    SBC Farm Bureau ï Harvest of the Month program 

$   2,000    SBC Farm Bureau ï Educational Ag Tours workshop 

 

ARTS & CULTURE 

$   4,900    San Benito Oriana Chorale ï Professional musicians and directors 

$   7,000    San Benito Stage Company - Replace, repair and user-training for technical equipment 

$   2,500    SBC Arts Council ï Regranting program 

$ 26,000    SBC Arts Council ï Arts in Education program 

$   3,500    SBC Arts Council ï Summer Art, Open Studios, and organizational development 

 

COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT 

$ 15,000    Community Food Bank ï Food procurement and distribution  

$ 15,000    Fishes & loaves ï Food for the hungry 

$   5,000    Hollister Dog Owners Group ï Build shade structure at city off-leash dog park 

$   6,000    Hollister Downtown Association ï ñMovies Under the Starsò program 

$ 20,000    Jovenes de Antano ï Match funding and fundraising support 

$   5,000    Native Daughters of the Golden West ï Match funding for historic adobe roof repair 

$      500    SBC Historical Society ï Match funding for museum archival materials 

$   3,520    SJB Volunteer Firefighters Association ï EMT first responder training 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

$ 10,000    COG/EDC/Community Vision San Benito ï Commuter  survey 

$   7,500    El Teatro Campesino ï Audience Cultivation and Local Business Outreach Campaign 

$ 11,000    SBC Chamber of Commerce - Advertising and marketing materials for Visitor Center 

 

EDUCATION & YOUTH 

$ 15,000    CASA - Recruiting and continuing education 

$ 10,000    Chamberlainôs Mental Health Services - Behavioral Management Program 

$   5,000    CMAP - Youth Media Services 

$ 16,500    CSWD ï SBC One Stop Career Center - Summer Youth Employment/Training  

$   5,000    Community Services Workforce Development ï Backpacks and school supplies 

$   3,000    Friends of the SBC Free Library ï Books for literacy program 

$   5,000    Gabilan Hills School ï Kindergarten ñRaising a Readerò program 

$   5,000    Girl Scouts of Californiaôs Central Coast ï Leadership Experience for at-risk youth 

$ 20,000    Hollister Youth Alliance ï Joven Noble program 

 $  6,700    Jacobôs Heart ï In home art therapy program for children with cancer 

$   3,500    Leadership San Benito ï Match funding for preschool literacy program 

$   1,000    Leadership San Benito ï Retreats for class of 2012 

$   3,000    Pinnacles Partnership ï Summer school project 

$   6,000    Rancho Maze Band Boosters ï Summer band program 

$      500    San Benito High School English Division ï Holocaust storytelling 

$   1,000    SJB Library ï Match funding for computers 

$   3,500    Service Learning at Gavilan College ï Expand service learning program  

$ 15,000    South County Cal-SOAP - Program to improve academics and college entrances 

$ 10,000    YMCA ï Support after-school program operations 

 

HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES 

$   4,000    Advocacy, Inc. ï Ombudsman program 

$   8,000    Chamberlainôs Children Center - Health, Wellness, and Nutrition Center 

$   7,000    Community Solutions ï Legal advocacy support for victims of sexual assault 

$ 50,000    Emmaus House ï 1 for 2 challenge match funding 

$ 10,000    Homeless Coalition ï Establish HUD-based Continuum of Care program 

$   5,000    SB Collaborative for Homeless Services ï Homeless survey and data system 

$ 10,000    Seniors Council (Area Agency on Aging) ï Needs Assessment for Seniors 

$   6,159    Seniors Council (Foster Grandparents) - Support of mentoring and tutoring program 

$   4,000    Suicide Prevention ï Support education, training, and crisis line 

$   7,500    YMCA ï School based physical education and nutrition education 

Impact  Spring 2011 Grant Awards 
The Community Foundation 

for San Benito County is 

pleased to announce its Grant 

Awards for Spring 2011.   

Fifty-nine applications were 

received, requesting a total of 

nearly $949,000.   

Volunteers and staff in six 

Field-of-Interest Committees 

reviewed the applications, 

which were then consolidated 

by the Grants Committee.  

The Grants Committees are 

made up of a knowledgeable 

and diverse committee of 

community volunteers, as 

well as CFFSBC Board 

Members and staff to assure 

proper and fair evaluation of 

all grant requests. 

The applications were ranked 

using pre-established criteria, 

such as expected community 

impact.  The Committee then 

made the difficult decisions 

necessary to fit the recom-

mendations into its budget.  

Forty-six awards were finally 

recommended to and ap-

proved by the Community 

Foundation Board totaling 

$398,800. 

***********************  

The Community Foundation 

for San Benito County serves 

donors, advances philan-

thropy and achieves impact 

by supporting the work of 

nonprofit organizations.  In 

doing so for almost a decade, 

weôve developed extensive 

knowledge of San Benito 

County.  We continuously 

monitor our community to 

understand the nature of 

need, the forces of change, 

available resources, and the 

capacity for growth. 



 

 

          San Benito County  

       Arts Council  

  

Jennifer Laine, the new Execu-

tive Director of the SBC Arts 

Council, is a Hollister native who 

returned to the county in 2010 after 

having lived in San Francisco, Eng-

land, Japan, and Germany over the 

last 14 years.  She holds a B.A. in 

Art History from UC Santa Cruz 

and an M.A. in Global Studies from 

the University of Leipzig, Germany.   

She has over 10 years of experience 

working with cultural and interna-

tional organizations, including the 

Hollister Sister City Organization, 

International Diplomacy Council,  

 

and Bechtel International Center at Stanford University.   

Jennifer is an art and dance enthusiast and aspiring art collector.  She 

currently teaches modern dance at the San Benito Dance Academy. 
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We invite all residents of our community to help make a differ-

ence.  Our Friends of the Community Foundation special giving 

program enables adults and children alike the opportunity to 

make a difference in something that is important to them by 

designating a gift to their specific field of interest of the Com-

munity Foundation.  Annual gifts of $35.00 per adult and $5.00 

per child are simple ways to make a differenceðand a lasting 

legacy right here in our own community.   

 

One hundred percent of every donation goes directly to a field 

of interest choice. The field of interest categories are:  Arts & 

Culture, Education & Youth, Health & Social Services, Agricul-

ture & Environment, Community Enhancement, and Economic 

Development.  The childrenôs donations will directly serve the 

need of a child or children in San Benito County.  

 

Everyone who joins Friends of the Foundation makes a contri-

bution to help grow carefully managed endowment funds that 

provide resources to meet the needs of San Benito County and 

help to make our community a better place to live. 

 

To participate in our Friends of the Foundation program, contact 

us at 630-1924 or visit our website at www.cffsbc.org 

Many small gifts make a HUGE difference!  

Friends of the Community Foundation  

The San Benito County Arts Council was formed in 2005 from 

a consensus of individual artists, art organizations, and com-

munity leaders to support the arts in our community.  Their 

mission is to promote diversity, quality, and involvement in the 

arts for all residents in San Benito County. They encourage 

cultural and artistic growth, create opportunities for the produc-

tion of art, and provide access to the arts through their numer-

ous programs in the visual, performing, and media arts. 

 

The Arts Council is always looking for new ideas, input, and 

collaboration from the community.  They welcome newcomers, 

sponsors, and volunteers to join their mailing list and get in-

volved.  For more information, go to www.sanbenitoarts.org 

Launched in the spring of 2011, the Community Foundation 

began a professional development program serving nonprofit 

organizations and community leaders called Non Profit Net-

work.  This program is comprised of a variety of workshops 

offered throughout the year and aims to educate, inspire, and 

help increase capacity for nonprofit organizations.   

The Community Foundation launched the series by offering four 

workshops in the areas of strategic communications, board de-

velopment, and governance.  In partnership with the David and 

Lucile Packard Foundation, the Community Foundation brought 

Full Court Press, one of the leading marketing firms for the non-

profit sector, to San Benito County to lead the workshops. 

The communications workshops gave participants creative ways 

to better reach their target audience through effective 

ñstorytellingò and outreach efforts.   

 

For more information on this ongoing series, contact Stephanie 

Hicks at 630-1924 or email shicks@cffsbc.org 

The Community Foundation Announces a 

New Professional Development Program: 

Non Profit Network 

Communications Workshop held at St. Francis Retreat Center 

 

 

 

Interested Forum participants have formed a committee to ad-

vocate for inclusive and culturally sensitive outreach to all 

youth and families in the County. It's been an interesting proc-

ess and I'm grateful that our local Community Foundation has 

been such a responsive resource. We welcome everyone's 

voice and encourage participation as we continue this work."  

 

As a result, a group of Forum participants emerged poised and 

ready to take the lead in building the ñnext stepsò road map 

toward advancing the Latino community.  The Community 

Foundation and Community Vision are partnering together 

with the Latino leaders to help support this important effort. 

Latino Forum 
continued from Page 2 


