
 

 

After a couple of years without representation in 

San Benito County for the United Way, I'm excited 

to tell you that we’re back!  With the "Live United" 

attitude that our community shares, the United Way 

Serving San Benito County is working hard to help fundraise and support our local nonprofits so 

they can in turn assist the many families and individuals that are in need in our community.  The 

United Way Serving San Benito County makes sure that “Your Local Dollars.... Stay Local!” 

 

Several months ago, previous board members of the United Way of San Benito County started 

working in collaboration with the Community Foundation, the Woolpert Foundation, Wells Fargo 

and the United Way of Santa Cruz to revive our local United Way.  With their assistance, we now 

have an 11-member local board, an allocations committee and the assistance of several individuals 

that are eager to assist in our local fundraising campaign. 

 

The United Way is addressing the most pressing needs in our community - the basic human needs 

of education, financial stability and health.  United Way feels that these are the building blocks for 

a good life.  Together, we can improve the lives of the residents of San Benito County and, with 

your help, we can lead our community towards positive change. 

 

If you or your business is interested in learning more about the United Way Serving San Benito 

County, or how you can donate and/or volunteer, please contact me, Starr Wolf, at 831-332-7550, 

e-mail sanbenito@unitedwaysc.org or visit http://www.sanbenito@unitedwaysc.org 

Fall 2010 

Mission 

Endowment  

Funds 

The Community Foundation 
for San Benito County is 
dedicated to building a 
stronger community and 
enhancing the quality of 
life in San Benito County 
through the support of 
philanthropic activities. 

Unrestricted Endowments  
provide annual income 
distributed through the 
Foundationõs Grants 
Program. 

Field of Interest 
Endowment Funds  benefit 
specific areas of 
community needs.  

Donor Advised Endowment 
Funds distribute annual 
income based on advice 
from donors. 

Family Heritage 
Endowment Funds  provide 
enduring family legacy as 
well as maximum flexibility 
to satisfy charitable giving 
desires of family. 

Scholarship Endowment 
Funds serve specific donor 
needs or memorialize an 
individual, family, or 
organization. 

Community Vision San Benito County: Up and Running!  

Serving  

San Benito County  

One of the Community Foundation’s newest 

projects is Community Vision San Benito 

County (CVSBC). A group of dedicated  

residents, representing many segments of 

our county, has been meeting for eight 

months to lay the groundwork for CVSBC’s 

future.  Together, the group plans to facili-

tate discussions gathering residents’ input on 

how we can make San Benito County the 

best place to live in California. 

 

“Moving San Benito County toward its high-

est potential may sound like a big task, but 

we’re excited to take that on,” said CVSBC 

Executive Director Julie Morris.  “As many 

residents here already know, we live in an 

amazing place. Community Vision San 

Benito County’s task is to capitalize on our 

strengths and make it even better.” 

 

Community Vision San Benito County Advisory BoardðFront 
Row (Left to Right): Bonita Villalobos-Rivera, Mike Sanchez, Joe 

Morris, Meg McCullough, and Julie Morris. Second Row (Left to 

Right): Paul Levy, Scott Fuller, Charlie Scott, Gene Zanger, Dan 
Dungy, Gary Byrne and Colleen Johnson.  Not pictured: Damon 

Felice, Renee Kunz and Marilyn Ferreira.  

continued on Page 5 

     
 
 
        
    Community Foundation               for San Benito County  

  



 

 

2 For Good... For Ever 

Chairõs 

Corner  

The Community Foundation for San Benito County received grant applications totaling 

$1,367,000 for the Spring 2010 cycle, far exceeding its limited grant resources.  The Grants Com-

mittee, supported by its six Field-of-Interest subcommittees, reviewed all applications, made many 

difficult decisions and finally recommended the following grants which total $461,694. These 

grants were approved by the Board in June, 2010.  

EDUCATION & YOUTH          

  5,000  Friends of SBC Library - labor saving on-line registration software    

12,500  YMCA - Youth Development Support      

12,500  CAL-SOAP - Promote postsecondary education for Hispanic and low-income students 

11,350  GoKids - program to reduce preschool expulsions and improve academic & social success  

15,000  CASA - build advocacy support capacity for abused and neglected children   

10,625  Hollister Youth Alliance - JobZone employment readiness program for at-risk unemployed    

 youth 

  2,750  Chamberlains Children’s Center - crisis prevention, intervention & mental health staff training 

10,000  Hollister Youth Alliance - high risk neighborhood center & after-school program  

  2,500  Chamberlains Children’s Center - special ed equipment to improve reading & writing skills  

          

HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES          

  7,039  Seniors Council - Foster Grandparent mentoring to underachieving students  

10,000  Health Projects Center - counseling services and respite support for caregivers  

20,000  Hazel Hawkins - Chronic disease management program    

  6,720  Community Solutions - provide bilingual legal advocacy for victims of domestic violence 

  4,000  Fit for Kids - healthy eating and living incentives and training to reduce youth obesity 

  3,000  Healthy Mothers/Healthy Babies - healthy behavior incentives for high risk prenatal mothers 

 & infants 

  5,000  Homeless Coalition - development support      

20,000  Seniors Council/AAA - local match requirement for Fed & State seniors programs  

15,000  Emmaus House - capacity building addition of community liaison & volunteer coordinator 

  3,600  Senior Citizen's Legal Services - legal support services for poor, disadvantaged or disabled 

 seniors 

  4,000  Suicide Prevention - prevention education and crisis line    

30,000  Jovenes de Antano - Meals on Wheels and senior support services   

          

 ARTS & CULTURE          

18,500  SBC Arts Council - Arts in the Schools      

12,500  SBC Arts Council - regranting for art      

  2,000  SBC Arts Council - Student film festival & summer concert series   

          

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT          

  6,000  Hollister Downtown Association - creation of visual elements of a strategic Hollister brand 

  3,000  SBC Chamber of Commerce - establish a SBC visitor's center & welcome signage  

  4,000  SBC Chamber of Commerce - initiate Economic Gardening program to retain & support local 

 business 

35,000  Economic Development Corp. - start up Clean Energy Center job training program  

10,000  Economic Development Corp. - start up Wine Country Council to promote tourism & jobs 

          

 COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT         

15,000  Fishes & Loaves - provide food to poor and needy residents    

  6,500  SBC Historical Society - historical preservation and facilities development support  

40,000  Community Food Bank - operating support to feed the hungry    

20,000  Aromas-San Juan USD - complete athletic field including develop "healthy snack shack" 

30,000  United Way Serving San Benito County - start-up funding    

  

          

 AGRICULTURE & ENVIRONMENT         

10,000  SBC Farm Bureau - educational crop signage & Ag in the Classroom teacher training  

  1,000  Hollister Animal Shelter Volunteers - disaster & emergency preparedness training for animal 

 care & shelter 

10,000  Pet Friends - low cost spay and neuter program      

  2,610  Nan Pipestem Wildlife Center - wildlife rescue and conservation educational materials 

15,000  Resource Conservation District - permit assistance to restore and enhance natural resources 

10,000  SBC Heritage Foundation - develop master plan for capital improvements at Bolado Park 

2010 Grant Recipients  Impact   
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What happened to 2010?  I 

cannot believe another year 

has come and is soon to be 

gone.  It was a busy year for 

the Community Foundation 

for San Benito County.   

 

We welcomed Diane Ortiz 

and Mike Sanchez, two new 

board members, in January 

and held our annual retreat 

in February at San Juan 

Oaks.   

 

I also attended a class, Com-

munity Foundations Funda-

mentals Course, in February 

that was sponsored by the 

Council on Foundations.   

This course was the basis of 

action plans that have been 

implemented throughout the 

year with many to be contin-

ued in 2011. 

  

I am proud of the Grants 

Committee and  applaud the 

amounts granted to our local 

nonprofits.   

 

The Community Foundation 

staff is a pleasure to work 

with and their commitment 

is evident and greatly appre-

ciated.   

 

Last, but not least, the Board 

of Directors for the Commu-

nity Foundation for San 

Benito County is a group of 

professionals that make a 

difference.  I am looking 

forward to working with 

these outstanding citizens in 

2011. 

 

 



 

 

 

For Good 

For Ever 
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Apply  

For a Grant  
Check out our website: 

http://www.cffsbc.org  

 for complete details on our 

updated and revised  

application process.  

Grant Applications must be 

received by January 14, 

2011 at 2:00 p.m. 

2010 Community Foundation SBC Fair Booth  

For the first time, the Community Foundation for San Benito County had a booth in the 

San Benito County Fair!  It was a huge success, thanks to Stephanie Hicks, Rebecca Wolf, 

and Georgine Drees.  Also volunteering were Nenette Corotto, Marilyn Ferreira, Kathy 

Johnson, Mary McCullough, Anne Morris, Sandy Rose, Julie Morris, Paul Levy, and Gary 

Byrne. 

 

The booth was a popular destination, partly due to our “Favorite San Benito County Char-

ity” drawing which awarded two $500 grants.  The booth also included information on our 

nonprofits, our Fields of Interest, and a power point presentation of our “Friends of the 

Foundation” program.  In addition, pencils, magnets, bracelets and candy were given away 

to fairgoers.   

I am Stephanie Hicks, the new Director of Community Outreach and Lead-

ership Development for the Community Foundation.  I am thrilled to be a 

part of the Community Foundation team in serving our donors and nonprof-

its of San Benito County.    

 

I will be bringing outreach and leadership programs to our community and 

nonprofits, in addition to working with our Endowment Committee in man-

aging our Friends of the Community Foundation annual giving program. 

 

I have lived near the Central Coast for 20 years and in San Benito County for the past 10 years 

with my husband Kevin and two daughters.  I am a 1991 graduate of California State University, 

Stanislaus with a Bachelors Degree in Business Communications and Concentration in Public Re-

lations.  I have over 15 years of experience in fund development and marketing for nonprofit or-

ganizations and am ready to bring my experience to this newly defined position for the Commu-

nity Foundation. 

 

Our staff and board are working hard toward advancing our mission in serving San Benito County 

because we know that by bringing people together, we can make a lasting difference for our com-

munity.   I look forward to working with you! 

Meet Stephanie Hicks:  
The Community Foundationõs new Director of  

Community Outreach and Leadership Development  
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Stephanie Hicks 

The Community Foundation was also pleased to present a $500 

check to the Baler Backers as winners of our charity drawing at 

the San Benito County Fair.   SBHS English Teacher Vincent 

Parker entered the Baler Backers as his favorite charity to win.   

 

Baler Backers is a group of alumni, parents and supporters who 

are passionately dedicated to improving the athletic experiences 

of every student athlete.   Their mission is to support and en-

courage student participation in Baler Athletics by providing 

financial support to the programs of the San Benito High School 

Athletic Department.  To learn more about the Baler Back-

ers, go to http://www.haybalerathletics.com 

The Community Foundation was pleased to present a $500 

check to Hazel Hawkins Hospital Palliative Care Program. 

Wanita Rautmann submitted the entry through the Founda-

tion’s charity drawing at the San Benito County Fair.   

 

The Hazel Hawkins Palliative Care Program is an interdisci-

plinary consultation service to assist physicians and 

other clinicians in providing pain and symptom manage-

ment, psychological and spiritual care and bereavement 

counseling to their patients who are experiencing serious, 

chronic and/or advanced illnesses, and their families. To 

learn more about this service, contact Sunny Underwood at 

635-1145.   

 
Pictured in photo (Left to 

Right): HHH CEO, Ken 

Underwood; Community 
Foundationôs Stephanie 

Hicks; HHH Board Presi-

dent, Gordon Machado; 
Wanita Rautmann; and Pal-

liative Care Coordinator, 

Sunny Underwood. 

 
 

 

Pictured in photo (Left to Right):   
SBHS Assistant Vice Principal,  

Jennifer Logue; Vincent Parker;  

and Community Foundation  
representative, Stephanie Hicks.   

2010 Community Foundation Fair Booth 

Outreach  



 

 

The Community Foundation for San Benito County  
is grateful to the following individuals for helping to make our community  

a better place to live through their Friends of the Foundation gift:  

Children of the Foundation 
These special gifts  

are helping the sick children  

of our community: 

Anonymous  

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Jillian Belt 

Brendan Byrne  

Riley Carroll 

Joe Coffelt 

Michael Coffelt 

Camille Finley  

Parker Hughes 

Steven Jiminez 

Mari Martin  

Kendall Mills 

Taryn Mills 

Joseph Millsap 

Sarah Morris 

Jack Morris  

Danielle Paine 

Mikayla Paine 

Sienna Robrock 

Holli Silva  

Zak Tiffany 

Nick Tiffany 

Ashton Wilcox 

    Friends of the Community Foundation  
      

Agriculture  
and Environment 
Dave & Dixie Brigantino 
Ralph & Mary Ellen Brigantino 

Steve & Cheryl Calhoun 

Coke Farm 

Earthbound Farm 

John Freiermuth 

Ronald Manthey  

Gary Miller 

Stephen & Leanne Nishita 

Jim & Barbara Pacheco 

Briahna Ritchea 

Paul & Abby Silva 

Gloria Souza 

Elizabeth Talbot 

Shari Taylor 

John & Marian Tobias 

West Coast Rubber Recycling 

Martha Schwabacher 

Arts and Culture 
Lanetta Bishop 

Carol Blake 

Montie & Kathy Bryan 

Kent Child 

Jennifer Coile 

John Freiermuth 

Dohn Larson 

J.W. Larson 

Emily Manthey 

Ron & Jill Martin 

John Robrock 

Tom Rooth 

Janis Rose 

Olga Schipper 

Kathleen Sheridan 

Elizabeth Talbot 

Community Enhancement 
Anonymous 

Joanne Barker 

Robert & Crystel Bianchi 

Wes & Sharon Finley 

Steve & Lenore Hailstone 

Denise McAbee 

Pet Friends & Rescue 

Flo Pleyte 

Robert Stratton 

Anne Winn 

Randy & Rebecca Wolf 

Economic Development 
Dean & Bernice Croft 

Gary Filzetti 

Shirley Horn 

Kathy and Ron Johnson 

Cynthia D. Mackie 

Richard & Anne Morris 

Joseph Smith 

Tiffany Motor Company 

Mark Vivian  

Education and Youth  
John & Tina Bourdet 

William & Harriet Brin 

Mark & Elisabeth Chandler 

Jill Clark-Kunich 

Michael Conley 

Jane Dabo Cruz 

Jenna Cruz 

Jonelle K. Cruz 

Janet Dunn 

Althea Dunning  

Ron & Joan Domingues 

Aromas Eagles 

Susan Farney 

James & Maria Fehl 

Mary Kay Filice 

Mike & Bette Grace 

Hollister Little League 

Mary Hubbell 

Aaron & Sandy Hughes 

Sue Anne James 

Paula M. Jean 

Johnny's Bar & Grill 

Mary Margaret Lanning 

Kathleen Manthey 

Norma Martinetti 

Jeff & Patricia Mauerman 

Eileen McCullough 

Kathryn McTigue 

Beverly Meamber 

Robert & Dana Mills 

Joe & Julie Morris 

Madeline Nelson 

Jim & Barbara Pacheco 

San Benito Pediatrics 

Robert & Sandra Peterson 

Larry & Karen Smith 

VFW Post 6359 

Nancy Wilcox 

Jeanne & Van Wolverton 

Allene Zanger 

Michal Query 

Health and Social Services 
Mary Lou Andrade 

Paul Armbruster 

Robert Bouchard 

Dr. & Mrs. Martin Bress 

Montie & Kathy Bryan 

Gordon Byers 

Gary & Ria Byrne 

Mike & Susan Carroll 

Linda Churchill 

Colleen Conley 

Aromas Eagles 

James & Maria Fehl 

Carol Feisthamel 

Dorothy Fisher-Stebbins 

Vaughn Franklin 

Denice Gandaria 

Fernando Gonzalez 
Immaculate Conception Church 

Kelley Engineering & Surveying 

Shirley Kennedy  

Ramona Koch 

Bill & Sandy Moton 

Joyce Ottoboni 

John & Janice Travis 

 

 

In January of 2010, the Community Foundation for San Benito County introduced our Friends of the Community Foundation spe-

cial giving program.  The purpose of “Friends” is to introduce the concept of philanthropy in and for our county, and to educate the 

community in the purpose and work of the Community Foundation. 

 

We invite all residents of our community to have a voice in making a difference.   Our “Friends” program enables adults and chil-

dren alike the opportunity to make a difference in something that is important to them by designating a gift to their specific field of 

interest of the Community Foundation.   Annual gifts of $35.00 per adult and $5.00 per child are simple ways to make a differ-

ence—and a lasting legacy right here in our own community.  One hundred percent of every donation goes directly to a field of 

interest choice. The fields of interest categories are:  Arts and Culture, Education and Youth, Health and Social Services, Agricul-

ture and Environment, Community Enhancement, and Economic Development. 

 

To participate in our Friends of the Community Foundation program, contact us at 630-1924 or visit our website at www.cffsbc.org 

 

Many small gifts make a HUGE difference!  
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Recognition 
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CVSBC 

 

********************** 

Check our  

Community Calendar  

at  

http://www.cffsbc.org  

for information regarding 

community nonprofit 

events.  

The Community Foundation for San Benito 

County celebrated the completion of the first 

Nonprofit Institute on June 22.   

 

The Nonprofit Institute, a new program for 

Executive Directors of nonprofits, began last 

September.  It was supported by the Commu-

nity Foundation for San Benito County and the 

Packard Foundation.  The program lasted nine 

months and was facilitated by Nancy Ragey of 

NKR Consulting and Colleen Conley of  the 

Community Foundation.  The Institute covered 

a variety of topics such as effective leadership, working with boards of directors, collaborations, 

fundraising, staff development, coaching, and strategic planning.  

 

The Community Foundation for San Benito County will continue to offer ongoing yearly pro-

grams for nonprofits and their boards.  It is also the intention of the Community Foundation to 

offer more education for other nonprofits in our community. 

Nonprofit Institute  

Nonprofit Institute celebratory Graduation Dinner  
held at the Inn at Tres Pinos. 

Working with business leaders, educators, natu-

ral resource managers, and social service or-

ganizations, the CVSBC Advisory Board plans 

to reach out to the community and gather feed-

back from people on key issues they would like 

to see addressed. CVSBC will do this by evalu-

ating existing community surveys, holding 

workshops, and attending neighborhood group 

meetings to learn what’s on residents’ minds. 

Two key areas the group plans to focus on ini-

tially are youth and transportation.  Working 

with local schools, CVSBC plans to undertake 

a Youth Survey this winter. 

 

“Asking our 12-18 year-olds what issues they see as important will give us direction on what areas 

to focus on,” Morris said.  CVSBC is eager to involve all segments of the community. If you 

would like to get involved, please contact Julie Morris at cvsbc@cffsbc.org, or call 630-1924. 

 Damon Felice of the Community Vision San Benito County 
Advisory Board makes a point at the groupôs strategy session 

on October 6th at the St. Francis Retreat Center in San Juan 

Bautista.   

continued from Page 1 

The Community Foundation hosted a Latino 

Leadership Forum on November 9th, gathering 

more than 40 leaders of our Latino Community 

in San Benito County in an open discussion 

illuminating the needs of the Latino Commu-

nity.   

“This is the first step toward building a long-

term roadmap in the Foundation’s efforts to 

advance our partnership with the Latino Community, and we are thrilled by the positive participa-

tion.  It is our goal to increase the level of outreach and funding opportunities in servicing the La-

tino Community for San Benito County and we look forward to future progress,” said Stephanie 

Hicks, Community Foundation’s Director of Community Outreach and Leadership Development. 

Latino Leadership Forum  

Join us on  

Community  

Volunteer  

Fair!  
 

The Community Foundation 

and Sacred Heart Parish 

School are co-hosting a  

Community Volunteer Fair 

on Sunday, February 13, 

2011 from Noon to 4:00 p.m. 

at the Sacred Heart School 

Gymnasium.     

 

If you are a nonprofit organi-

zation wishing to showcase 

your volunteer opportunities 

to the community, sign up to 

participate in this community

-wide event to help your or-

ganization get volunteers.  

 

Volunteer opportunities will 

be presented for all our resi-

dents, from youth to seniors, 

looking for ways to give back 

to the community.   

 

The event is FREE for non-

profits and all who attend!   

 

To register your organization, 

visit our website at  

http://www.cffsbc.org  

or contact us at 630-1924.   

 

Registration deadline is  

January 21, 2011   

 

 

 

 

Meeting with community leaders at Paineôs Restaurant. 

mailto:cvsbc@cffsbc.org


 

 

Jim is a long-time resident of 

the community.  His expertise 

in the field of law augments the 

Boardõs breadth of knowledge. 

 

 

Anne has been involved with 

numerous organizations during 

her lifetime and brings fresh 

ideas and new skills to the 

Board. 

Marilyn has been involved in 

community activities for many 

years, from the Childrenõs 

Home Society, to the SBC Real-

tors Assn., to President of the 

Hollister Downtown Assn. 

Contact Us  

Sandy Rose 
 Chair 

Fernando Gonzalez  
Vice Chair 

 
Mike Grace  

Treasurer  
 

Nenette Corotto  
Secretary  

Marilyn Ferreira  

Kay Filice  

Phil Fortino  

Bernie Furman  

Steve Hudner  

Kathy Johnson  

Mary McCullough  

Anne Morris  

Diane Ortiz  

Jim Paxton  

Mike Sanchez  

Ed Stephenson  

Bob Tiffany  

Rebecca Wolf  

Directors  

Community Foundation  
for San Benito County  

829 San Benito Street,  
Suite 200  

Hollister, CA 95023  
(831) 630 - 1924  

Fax (831) 630 - 1934  
www.cffsbc.org  

 

Gary Byrne  
President/CEO  

 

All inquiries are held in 

strict confidence.  
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Marilyn  

Ferreira  

Jim  

Paxton  

Anne 

Morris  

Colleen Conley, the Community Foundation’s Director 

of Community Outreach, retired this summer after work-

ing with the Community Foundation since 2008.   

 

"We were very lucky when Colleen came on board. We 

knew it wasn't going to be for the long term," Gary 

Byrne said. "She has been great for this community." 

 

Colleen helped develop the Friends of the Community 

Foundation program that introduced donating to the county's children.  "We started Friends of the 

Foundation to help everyone understand what it is the Community Foundation does," she said. 

"Everyone can leave a legacy." 

 

She also helped establish the Community Foundation’s Nonprofit Institute classes.  The first set of 

classes started last September and 19 members of nonprofits in the community enrolled. The nine-

month course helps to educate nonprofits on how to run and manage their operations. 

 

Colleen’s cheerful demeanor and inspirational way of looking at life will be missed at the Commu-

nity Foundation, but her legacy of the Friends of the Foundation and the Nonprofit Institute will 

continue on into the future. 

Farewell, Colleen  

6 For Good... For Ever 

Colleen Conley introduces  
the Friends of the Foundation program. 


