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Mission 

Our Goals  

The Community Foundation 
for San Benito County is 
dedicated to building a 
stronger community and 
enhancing the quality of 
life in San Benito County 
through the support of 
philanthropic activities.  

Build a permanent 
charitable endowment to 
benefit San Benito County 
with funds contributed by 
individuals and institutions.  

Provide grants and 
assistance to develop and 
strengthen community 
organizations.  

Encourage and facilitate 
collaborations among 
community organizations.  

Inspire and promote a 
spirit of philanthropy, 
community involvement, 
and giving which enables 
people from all walks of 
life to make a difference.  

For Good 

For Ever 
- × - 

     
 
 
        
    Community Foundation               for San Benito County  

  

Introducing a New Way to  

Give Back to Our Community: 

GiveSanBenito.org! 

Community Foundation Announces 

Latest Grant Recipient of the  

Martin Rajkovich Childrenôs Fund - 

Amy Miller 

We envision San Benito County to be a place where all its resi-

dents are connected to their community, engaged in making a dif-

ference, and inspired to give back.   

 

We all share in a common interest of wanting the highest quality 

of life for our families and children.  Whether we work here, have 

our business here, or are raising our busy families here, this is our 

community.  Connected through the beauty of San Benito 

Countyôs natural landscapes and united in our shared interest to 

live in a thriving and healthy community, together we can make a 

difference right here where we live. 

 

Philanthropy is for everyone and every dollar counts!  The purpose of this website is to give you a 

central place to learn about the needs of our community and give back where it matters most to 

you.  GiveSanBenito.org is also a valuable forum for our local nonprofit organizations to showcase 

their current giving opportunities while educating the community on their most pressing needs. 

Visit GiveSanBenito.org and give to your favorite San Benito County nonprofit organization, 

Community Foundation fund, or to one of our field of interest funds:  Agriculture & Environment, 

Arts & Culture, Community Enhancement, Economic Development, Education & Youth, and 

Health & Social Services.   

 

It is up to all of us to join together and make San Benito County a great place to live, work, play, 

and thrive.  Everyone matters and yes, you CAN make a difference right here where you live!   

Amy Miller is a very happy 14-year-old girl riding in her 

new mobility van.  The purchase of the van was made possi-

ble through the Martin Rajkovich Childrenôs Fund, a fund 

of the Community Foundation for San Benito County and 

dedicated to improving the quality of life for special needs children living in San Benito County.  

 

ñThis is the first modified vehicle the family has ever owned.  This 

couldnôt have come at a better time for the Miller family as getting 

Karen Miller with daughter, Amy  

continued on Page  5 

http://www.givesanbenito.org
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          Sandy  

           Rose 

   

December is a time for re-

flection, and for me it will 

end my two-year term as 

Chairman of the Board.  We 

are fortunate to have a new 

slate of officers for 2012-

2013 that will enhance the 

motto of the Community 

Foundation, ñFor Goodé 

For Everò. 

  

The staff and board have 

been a delight to work with, 

and much has been accom-

plished.  However, I would 

like to look forward by re-

visiting the definition 

of  philanthropy. 

  

Philanthropy ï Love of man-

kind, generous giving to 

charity.  Pretty simple, but 

Iôd like to add that we make 

an effort to cultivate charity 

that will benefit San Benito 

County.  We have had won-

derful support, but there are 

many more residents that 

could make a huge differ-

ence by supporting our en-

dowment to insure an ongo-

ing healthy community.  We 

would like to work with 

these individuals in 2012. 

  

ñThe Community Founda-

tion for San Benito County 

is dedicated to building a 

stronger community and 

enhancing the quality of life 

in San Benito County 

through the support of phil-

anthropic activities.ò  This is 

what we are about, and my 

life has been enriched due to 

my involvement with the 

Foundation.  

 

Enjoy the holidays! 

 

Community Vision San Benito 

County (CVSBC) hosted a three 

day summit: "Now is the 

Time!"  Oct. 26-28 at St. Bene-

dict's Hall to listen to residents' 

concerns and ideas about the 

future of our county.  Facilitated by Oregon-based Bob Chadwick and Diane Seehawer of Consen-

sus Associates, the summit collected valuable input for county leaders on issues such as growth, 

jobs, and education in our county.  More than 100 people, including educators, health providers, 

elected officials, business and nonprofit leaders, seniors, county staff, and commuters participated 

in the summit.  They articulated clear goals for our county in the coming months and years.  

 

"I didn't expect to go to a meeting regarding creating a strategic vision and end up learning so 

much useful material for my work and home life," said Karen Beppler-Dorn, Superintendent at 

Pinnacles National Monument. "This was an excellent event."   

 

Several priorities arose from the summit, including creating more jobs, supporting quality educa-

tion, preserving prime farmland, and building recreational opportunities into our county infrastruc-

ture.  

 

The summit established a powerful connection among those in attendance that has changed our 

community already.  People are ready to address the problems in the community and have been 

made aware of skills they could use to help those who were not in attendance to experience the 

insights and new perspectives for themselves.   

 

One of the participants, Bob Reid, summarized the day as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Now our work begins," said CVSBC Executive Director Julie Morris. "This summit is just the 

beginning of what San Benito County is capable of becoming."    

 

If you are interested in getting involved or seeing any of the reports, please contact Julie Morris at 

630-1924 or cvsbc@cffsbc.org.  

ñAfter September 11th occurred, I remember Ken Kesey, the late author, saying, óIf 

everything has changed, why are the same people still saying the same things?' I think 

that the core of what Community Vision San Benito County is about is doing things, 

seeing things, and understanding things in a new way. The world we live in has funda-

mentally changed. We need to acquire new skills to help us to respond. The Vision sum-

mit was an opportunity to learn and develop new skills, listen to one another respect-

fully, get beyond being trapped by our focus on problems and ówhat is wrongô to using 

our energy to focus on ówhat can beô and what needs to happen to make that our real-

ity.ò 

A wide variety of San Benito County citizens participated in the summit. 

The Community Foundation was 

delighted to host our 11th Annual 

National Philanthropy Day at 

San Juan Oaks.  Nearly 300 

community members attended 

the event, each inspired by the 

stories of the 47 individuals who 

were named ñPhilanthropist of 

the Yearò by the nonprofit organizations they serve.  These distinguished volunteers tirelessly 

give their time, talents, and treasures in helping to make San Benito County a better place to live.  

We are deeply grateful to the nonprofits and to their many volunteers for their never-ending work 

in serving our community.   

Honorees and guests waving their napkins in appreciation! 

National Philanthropy Day  

mailto:cvsbc@cffsbc.org
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The Community Foundation for San Benito County was excited 

and proud to present a $900,000 grant from the Martin Peter 

Rajkovich Agricultural Heritage Fund to San Benito High School 

for the new Agricultural Building.   
 
ñThe completion of this state-of-the art agricultural facility is due 

to the generosity and vision of the Rajkovich family, and we are 

grateful to be part of this remarkable legacy for our community,ò 

noted Stephanie Hicks, Director of Community Outreach and 

Leadership Development for the Community Foundation. 

 

Pictured left to right are:  Kelly Bianchi - SBHSD Ag teacher,  

George Rajkovich, Tim Shellito - SBHSD Board Trustee, Evelyn 

Muro - President, SBHSD Board of Trustees, Dr. Stanley Rose III - SBHSD Superintendent, Stephanie Hicks - CFFSBC, Shawn 

Tennenbaum ï SBHS Director of Human Resources, and Rob Zimmerman - SBHS Manager of Operations and Facilities.  

Martin Peter Rajkovich  

Agricultural Building 

When severe winter storms and high winds ripped through the 

Tres Pinos area in the early morning hours of New Years Day of 

2006, they showed no mercy and struck the Dunneville Dance Hall 

with full force, completely destroying the 110-year-old structure 

within minutes.   

 

Built in 1890 by Leonard Chase at the southwest corner of Shore 

and San Felipe Roads, the large structure with false front stood the 

test of time and housed various businesses over the years.   

 

The building also played host to many dances and socials in the 

north county during the early part of the 20th century.  John Stein-

beck mentioned the old structure several times in his writings, and 

danced to the tunes of the day with his friends and cousins from 

Hollister whom he visited on occasions.  

 

The San Benito County Historical Societyôs first fundraising event to restore the old Dance Hall, ñRaise the Roofò, took place on 

August 20, 2011, with a BBQ and dance.  More fundraising events are expected to follow. 

 

For further information on how you can donate or help, contact Don Pidd, Park Caretaker, at 831-902-9349 or Delbert Doty, Park 

Director, at 831-628-3396, or visit their website at www.sbchistoricalsociety.org 

Dunneville Dance Hall Project  

Photo of the Dancehall in 2005. 

The Community Foundation for San Benito County hosted a full 

day of professional development workshops for the nonprofits of 

San Benito County.  More than sixty individuals serving our local 

nonprofits attended this information-packed day.   

 

We were pleased to bring CompassPoint Nonprofit Services, Cali-

forniaôs leading nonprofit consulting firm to our county.   Partici-

pants gained valuable tools to help expand their organizationôs 

capacity and impact for our community.  Topics included capacity 

building in rural communities, fundraising planning, and building 

a communications game plan.   

 

We thank the David and Lucile Packard Foundation for helping to 

make this day possible! 

Nonprofit Capacity Building Day 

Nonprofit Capacity Building Day held at San Juan Oaks. 

http://www.sbchistoricalsociety.org

